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I. INTRODUCTION 

The work was published somewhat 50 years ago and was the debut novel of the author, she 

begins the novel by starting the end. The story of this novel is done in a flashback Narrative. 

The author starts the book by indulging in the situation of one of its protagonists, the blighted 

Pecola Breedlove, who has been more or less abandoned by the townspeople, who have treated 

her with scorn for most of her life; now she’s left to wander the streets in madness. This book 

of Toni Morrison cuts a new way into the Literature of American Language by focusing on and 

making a young Black girl at the center of this story. 

All the major characters in “The Bluest Eye,”, the main character named Pecola Lives in 

Lorain, Ohio, USA. When the readers of the book are acquainted with the Character of Pecola, 

she is only eleven years old but her soul and her mind are already ancient with a lot of sorrow. 

The only escape the young black girl has from her emotional abuse which her family and 

friends and her classmates are her dreams. This Particular dream of Pecola is that someday, 

God will grant her the “Blue Eyes” which would make her make her look beautiful and not 

ugly. She has this idea that because she is Black, she is Ugly. The idea of Blue Eyes comes in 

the mind of Young Pecola from a movie star name Shirley Temple. This movie star, Pecola 

imagines has Blue eyes which lighten up on the wrappers of her favorite candies, Mary Janes. 

Pecola feels that If she has Blue eyes, all the world would think of her as beautiful and she will 

escape from the ugly little girl that she is, Pecola also feels that blue eyes would free her from 

the ugliness which her community has labeled on her. This ugliness can be visible in several 

stances in the book. Pecola is constantly faced with discrimination and insult by all people just 

because of her Black color of skin. She believes that if She would have blue eyes, she would 

be able to proudly look into the mirror and see herself. She also understands that if she gets 

blue eyes, several problems in her life would be solved. She would finally find answers to 

several questions including why is she black, why is she a female, and why do people abuse 

her based on her color of skin.  

Eventually, in the end, Pecola does indeed acquire (she believes to acquire, as she has gone 

mad) Blue Eyes. But the truth is far from this and that can be seen from the comments of 
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Claudia MacTeer, Claudia understands that Pecola has gone insane and she states that no adult 

would come near Pecola now. 

In this brief but intellectually expansive, spiritually knowing, and emoting questioning book, 

the actions of seeing and looking is described and elaborated on again and again. There are 

numerous examples of this happening in the book, one can be where Claudia and her Sister, 

Frieda, catch the first glimpse of sex. They don’t understand it and they are confused. What are 

this behavior and these acts which these young girls are becoming witnesses to and are they 

even prepared to have a look at things like these? 

Despite all of the acts which the reader's witnesses happening with all the other characters, 

Pecola has to bear witness to several hostile situations by both the outside world and her very 

own family. Pecola as a young black woman in a Jim Crow South America is constantly abused 

by her parents, her mother beats her, her father rapes her and her only brother leaves her alone 

when he runs away from their family home. This main character of Pecola Describes several 

things happening to black people and young girls just because they are what they are. Toni 

Morrison Theme behind writing the book is to make people aware of the Internal Racism and 

cycle of abuse going within the Black Community itself. 

Overall, the main aim of the Nobel Laureate author Toni Morrison was to raise awareness about 

the situation of Black women and child inside the back community itself, the author focuses 

on the concept of skin-based discrimination inside an already discriminated community. This 

book, that is the first and the debut book of the author is about many things, including poverty, 

beauty being given and taken away from a person, finding joy and happiness when there is 

none, beauty in its numerous forms. For a new author to have written such an emotional book 

is truly unbelievable. Even after half a century of its publication, the bluest eye still remains 

and exposes the truth, the same way, it did when it was first published. 

II. VIEWS OF THE AUTHOR ABOUT THE BOOK 

The author states that she wrote “The Bluest Eye” because she wanted to read it. This book 

was according to the author began in 1965, when the author had majored in English at Howard 

University. She went to teach at Texas Southern University and then at Howard, in D.C. This 

is the point where the author begins writing the book, the characters of the book was based on 

a young Black girl living in Jim Crow Southern America who wanted to look beautiful by 

acquiring blue eyes. The character of Pecola is a character who stops believing in God when 

God does not give her blue eyes. The author married in 1958, but had a divorce some years 
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later, she had then an incident with one of her neighbors, which resulted in Morrison going for 

a Lawsuit against that neighbor which was later dropped. The main idea to pick here is the idea 

of Loneliness and being hurt. This feeling of the author evolved can be seen evolving in the 

book also. Toni Morrison has also expressed that how in writing this book she was interested 

in changing the racial upliftment ideas of other prominent male black authors, primarily ideas 

such as “black is beautiful”, focusing on the idea of what kind of beautiful. Morrison in this 

book of hers explains how the “bad” kind of black is beautiful is uprooting the life of young 

black girls and women. Toni then explain and elaborates the same through the story of the most 

vulnerable section of the black community, a young black girl who is not the good kind of 

black is beautiful, Toni explains that how this girl is tormented by her family, friends and 

neighbours, because she is not good black beauty. She all Toni concludes by the Rape and 

subsequent madness of Pecola, which shows the readers the most dangerous effects that 

poverty, inter-racism and loneliness can do to a person. 

Most importantly, the bluest eye even today speaks to the ongoing need in the modern society, 

to attend and care for Black women and specifically young black girls. These young women 

still continue to experience the effects of white supremacy. We can see how Toni concluded 

this all with the effects and explanation about American soil and how it is bad and unfit for 

black women, and too often this is ignored by everyone present, this same can be seen by the 

fact that when the young girl Pecola is raped and left in a condition of insanity on one would 

dare come near her and even the soil wont provide her rest. These views can be seen with the 

words of Claudia, the young friend of Pecola. 

Loneliness and hurt are often an artist’s first tools, and Morrison put hers to work by 

remembering and writing about the world she’d come from: the funk of poverty as well as its 

flowers, the ghost stories that her father, a welder and a Jack-of-all-trades, told his children. In 

a way, “The Bluest Eye” builds on those tales and honors the years when, without knowing it, 

Morrison was preparing to become an artist. Set near the start of the Second World War, before 

post-war prosperity changed Lorain, the book is narrated by Claudia, a feisty child, but the tone 

is elegiac since a lot of the novel is driven by memory and the stories that shape it. 

The Questions of Race and Gender are at the epicenter of the novel Bluest Eye. During an 

interview in 2001, Toni described her motivation behind writing this book, she explained how 

in the mid-1960s the works by Black Men were indeed very powerful pieces of literature, she 

also explained how these publications had very positive and racially uplifting rhetoric in the 
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United States. Toni also explained in this interview that the words such as Black Queen, Black 

is Beautiful helped in uplifting the black community and also helped in making make feel good 

and proud about themselves and their history. In the Bluest Eye, however, Toni Morrison takes 

a different turn and she reminds her readers that how racism, within the black community itself, 

destroys lives and that even of small children. 

The idea of this novel was connived by Toni Morrison about 20 Years before she had written 

the actual novel. The journey of the story of Pecola Could be given a start date during a creative 

writing workshop which Morrison attended as an undergraduate at Howard University, she had 

worked there about a young black girl who prayed for blue eyes. By 1965 Toni Morrison’s 

short story becomes a novel and the main storyline was developed between 1965 and 1969. In 

the Bluest Eye, Toni Morrison, focused on the American Culture, and she forwarded the cause 

of demonization of being a black person in American Society and Culture, Toni has also 

focused a lot on the Effects of Internalized Racism in this book. Through the small children 

characters of the novel, Toni Morrison described how Racism ravages the black community in 

the USA, and how racism within the black community- negatively affects and impacts self-

worth and self-esteem. 

The Bluest Book has been given the Fifth Spot by the American Library Associations (ALA) 

list of most challenged books in 2006. This first book of Toni Morrison was the second most 

challenged book of 2013 and the fourth most in 2014. According to the report of ALA, the 

reasons that were given in a pretext to ban this book was the “sexually explicit, offensive 

language, unsuited to age group and violence”. This book of a Nobel laureate still remains as 

on of the most challenged book ever written. 

III. UNDERSTANDING THE BOOK FROM AN INDIAN PERSPECTIVE 

This same problem which Toni Morrison explains in her book can also be seen happening in 

India, as people are becoming more and more concerned about how they look due to the social 

stigmas and market advertisements done by beauty companies, the general perception these 

beauty companies are trying to make is that White is beautiful while black is not. This is also 

causing many mental problems for several people. Also, the concept of loneliness which was 

explained in the novel can be seen happening in the modern world, people are becoming much 

more focused on their electronic devices instead of other people.  

The concept of Loneliness and the feeling of thinking of oneself as a week just due to the color 

of skin or place of birth can also be seen affecting Indian society at large. The people of the 
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Lower Castes themselves have a mentality that they are lower than the people of Upper Caste 

and thus they should not eat where the upper caste sits, they should not sleep where the Upper 

Caste Sleeps, they Should not pray where the upper castes pray and a much greater number of 

things. These things can only be changed when the people become more aware of their basic 

human rights to equality and liberty which are also enshrined in the Constitution of India. 
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